GOETHE’S PRINCIPLES OF CRITICISM

Complete your critique of the performance no more than ONE WEEK after the performance viewed.  You must include a program or ticket with each critique.  ALL CRITIQUES MUST BE TYPED, DATED AND TURNED IN ON TIME. 

Critics in many fields tend to agree that the principles of Goethe (1749-1832), a German philosopher, critic, and playwright, provide a sound basis for criticism.  You must provide evidence from the performance to back your opinion.  Goethe’s critical methodology always used three questions:

1. What was the artist (author, actor, director, designer) trying to do?  Did the author mean to write a tragedy?  A fantasy?  A farce?  What was the author trying to tell us?  What world was the director trying to illuminate?  Was the actor showing off his or her own personality or attempting to embody a character?  What was the aim of the designer?

2. How well did the artist accomplish it?  Was the artist successful?  Does the author’s tragedy/fantasy/farce contain the necessary elements of that genre?  Were the actor’s techniques and the director’s methods effective?

3. Was it worth doing?  Here you must form your own opinion as to whether or not the time and effort were worthwhile for both artists and audience.  Even if the artist succeeds in achieving his or her aim, the efforts may not be of value to everyone.  After considering the entire production, you must decide its worth.

These three questions provide a valuable foundation for criticism because they allow you to judge the work of an artist only after you have considered the purpose, use of technique, and intrinsic value of the individual effort.  

THE CRITIQUE MUST BE NO LESS THAN THREE PAGES, TYPED, 12 PT.-TIMES NEW ROMAN, DOUBLE SPACED, ONE INCH MARGINS WITH A PROPER HEADING. THE HEADING (TITLE OF SHOW) WILL BE CENTERED ON LINE 6 WITH A DOUBLE SPACE BETWEEN THE TITLE AND THE 1ST PARAGRAPH.   

POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED FOR NOT MEETING THE CRITERION!!!
