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Rulan Stacey (50’s), CEO of Poudre Valley Hospital, relates the evening of Matthew Shepard’s death. Shepard had been brutally beaten, tied to a fence post in a hate crime which shocked the world.

RULAN STACEY:    At twelve midnight on Monday, October twelfth, Matthew Shepard’s blood pressure began to drop.  We immediately notified his family, who were already at the hospital.

       At twelve fifty three A.M. Matthew Shepard died.  His family was at his bedside.
The family did release the following statement,

The family again asked me to express their sincerest gratitude to the entire world for the overwhelming response for their son.
The family was grateful that they did not have to make the decision regarding whether or not to continue life support for their son.  Like a good son, he was caring to the end and removed guilt or stress from the family.
He came into the world premature and left the world premature.

       Matthew’s mother said:

      Go home, give your kids a hug, and don’t let a day go by without telling them that you love them.

       And I don’t know how I let that happen – I lost it on national television, but, you know, we had been up for like seventy-two hours straight and gone home and gone to sleep for half and hour and had to get up and come in – and maybe I was just way – I don’t know – but (pause) in a moment of complete brain-deadness, while I was out there reading that statement I thought about my own four daughters – and go home, hug your kids (he begins to cry) and, oh, she doesn’t have her kid anymore.

      And there I am and I’m thinking “This is so lame.”

      Um, and then we started to get people sending us emails and letters.  And most of them were just generally very kind.  But I did get this one.  This guy wrote me and said “Do you cry like a baby on TV for all of your patients or just the faggots?” And as I told you before, homosexuality is not a life style with which I agree.  Um, but having been thrown into this (pause) I guess I didn’t understand the magnitude with which some people hate.  And all of the letters that we got, there were maybe two or three like that, most of them were Thank you for your caring and compassion, and Matthew had caring and compassion from the moment he got there.
